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western warfare, aided by 13,000 of the flower of
the Austrian army under a captain worthy to cross
swords with Frederick himself.

On the other hand, the King had still Seydlitz,
but such men as Wedell could ill supply the place
of Schwerin, the Old Dessauer, and Keith. Some
of his troops were men who had fled before the
Russians every year, at Gross-Jagersdorf, at Zorn-
dorf, and at Kay, and whom he could not even
trust. Owing to the difficulties of the ground and
the King's impatience, most of the Prussians went
into action suffering under privations that would
have well-nigh killed ordinary men. They lacked
food and drink. After two nights without sleep
they must drag themselves and their accoutrements
through a manoeuvre of nine hours' duration, now
tugging cannon through pine-woods, now clamber-
ing over sand-hills under the broiling August sun.
Then at noon they were ordered to attack an
enemy more numerous than themselves who was
resting quietly behind entrenchments in ground of
his own choosing.

That they accomplished what they did proves
that the Prussians were heroes. Frederick's de-
sign was, as at Zorndorf, to cross the Oder below
the Russian camp, to march round it, and then to
strike. But the barren waste east of Frankfurt
was to him unfamiliar country. At Leuthen and
at Zorndorf he had profited greatly by his know-
ledge of the field. But at Kunersdorf he knew
neither the difficulties of the ground nor the extent
to which, in one most important particular, those